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EX     T     R    A    C     T 


O  F     A 


LETTER, 


I.  T  T  TE  humbly  conceive,  that  objeflions  to 
W  Ads  of  Parliament  may  be  fafely,  if 
decently,  made,  though  they  fhould 
prove  thofe  Ads  to  be  of  dangerous  tendency  in 
point  of  commerce,  policy,  and  the  true  and  real 
interefc  of  the  whole  empire  ;  It  may,  and  if  it  can, 
it  ought  to  be  fhewn,  that  fuch  Acts  are  grievous 
to  the  fubjed,  burdenfome  to  trade,  ruinous  to  the 
nation,  and  tending,  on  the  whole,  to  injure  the 
revenue  of  the  crown.  And  furely,  if  fuch  mighty 
inconveniencies,  evils  and  mifchiefs  can  be  pointed 
put,  with  decency  and  perfpicuity,  the-re  will  be 
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the  highefl:  reafon  not  only  to  hope  for,  but  fully 
to  exped  red  r els. 

Whenever  we  mention  the  rights  of  the  fubje6ts 
in  America^  and  the  intereft  we  have  in  the  Britijh 
conftitution  in  common  v^^ith  all  other  Britijh  fub- 
je6ls,  we  cannot  be  juftly  fufpedted  of  the  mod  dif- 
tant  thoughts  of  an  independance  on  Gredt  Britain, 
Some,  w,e  know,  have  imagined  this  of  the  colp- 
nifts  -,  and  others,  perhaps  may  have  as  induftrioufly 
propagated  it  to  raife  againft  them  groundlefs  and 
unreafonable  jealoufies.  But  \t  is  fo  far  from  the 
truth,  that  v/e  apprehend  the  colonies  would  refufe 
it  if  offered  them  -,  and  would  deem  it  the  greateft 
misfortune  to  be  obliged  to  accept  it.  This  is  mod 
certainly  true  of  the  people  oi  this  province.  They 
are  far  from  being  infenfible  of  their  happinefs  in 
being  connected  with  the  Mother-country,  and  of 
the  mutual  benefit  derived  from  it  to  both  countries. 
And  while  both  have  the  free  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  of  our  happy  conftitution,  there  v/ill  be  no 
real  ground  of  envy  or  difcontent  in  the  one,  nor 
of  jealoufy  and  midruft  in  the  other. 

The  original  contradb  between  the  King  and  the 
firft  Planters  there,  was  a  royal  promife  in  behalf 
of  i\\t  nation,  and  which,  till  lately,  it  was  never 
queftioned  but  the  King  had  a  power  to  make, 
that  if  the  adventurers  would  at  their  own  coft  and 
charge^  and  at  the  hnzard  of  their  lives ^  and  every 
thing  dear  to  thrm^  pur  chafe  a  new  worlds  fiihdue  a 
^Lvildernefs^  and  thereby  enlarge  the  King's  dominions^ 
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ihey  and  their  pojleriiy  Jhould  enjoy  fuch  rights  and 
privileges^  as  in  their  refpeofive  charters  are  ex- 
prejjed ',  which  are  in  general  all  the  rights^  liberties 
and  privileges  of  his  Majefiy^s  natural- born  fuhje5f5 
vjilhin  the  realm. 

The  law  and  reafon  teaches,  that  "the  King 
"  can  do  no  wrong  •,"  and  that  neither  the  King 
nor  Parliament  are  inclined  but  to  juftice,  equit/ 
and  truth.  But  the  law  does  not  prefume,  that  the 
King  may  not  be  deceived,  nor  that  his  Parliament 
may  not  be  mifinformed.  If  therefore  any  thing 
is  wrong,  it  muft  be  imputed  to  thofe  caufes.  How 
far  fuch  caufes  have  taken  place,  and  operated 
againft  the  colonies  5  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the 
revifion  and  reconfideration  of  the  impartial  pub- 
lic. 

By  the  Common  Law,  the  Colonifts  are  adjudged 
to  be  natural- born  fubjeds  \  fo  they  are  declared 
to  be  by  Royal  Charters,  and  they  are  fo  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  Law  of  Nature  and  of  Nations.  And 
even  Foreigners,  refiding  a  certain  time  in  the  co- 
lonies, are  by  Ad:  of  Parliament  intitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  natural- born  fubjefts.  It 
is  remarkable  too  that  the  Ad:  of  the  13th  of  Geo. 
II.  ch.  7.  prefuppofes  that  the  Colonifts  are  natural- 
born  fubjeds,  and  intirled  ro  all  the  privileges  of 
fuch,  as  appears  by  the  preamble  which  we  fhall 
here  recite. 

"  Whereas  the  increafe  of  people,  is  a  means 
*'  of  advancing  the  v/ealth  and  flrength  of  any 
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^'  nation  or  country,  and  whereas  many  foreigners 
*'  and  ftrangers,  from  the  lenity  of  our  Govern- 
*'  ment  and  purity  of  our  Religion,  the  benefit  of 
*'  our  Laws,  the  advantage  of  our  Trade,  and  the 
"  Security  of  our  property,  might  be  induced  to 
"  come  and  fettle  in  fome  of  hisMajefty's  colonies 
'^  mAmericay  if  they  were  made  partakers  of  the 
*'  advantages  and  privileges  which  natural  born 
"  fubjeds  of  this  realm  do  enjoy,  (^c"  In  the 
review  of  the  faid  A61  it  is  declared,  "  that  all  per- 
**  fons  born  out  of  legiance  of  his  Majefty,  who 
'^^  have  inhabited  and  refided  for  the  fpace  of  feven 
*'  years  in  any  of  his  Majefty 's Colonies  \n  America 
"  &€,  fhall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be 
"  his  Majefty's  natural-born  fubjedts  of  this  king- 
"  dom,  to  all  intents,  conftrudions  and  purpofes,  as 
"  if  they  and  every  of  them  had  been  born  within 
<«  this  kingdom."  Which  plainly  Ihews  it  to  be 
the  fenfe  of  the  nation  that  the  Colonies  are  intitled 
to,  and  did  adually  enjoy  the  privileges  of  natural- 
born  fubjeds. 

But  if  it  be  admitted,  as  clearly  confiftent  with 
the  conftitution  of  the  Parliament  oi  Great  Britain^ 
to  tax  the  property  of  the  Colonies;  we  prefume 
it  can  be  made  to  appear  to  be  utterly  inconfiftenc 
with  the  rules  of  equity  that  it  ihould,  at  leaft  ac 
prefent,  be  put  in  execution. 

His  Majefty's  fubjeds  in  the  Colonies,  contri- 
bute their  full  lliare  to  the  charges  of  Government 
at  home.     It  is  an  cftabliihed  principle,  that  all 
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taxes  upon  a  commodity,  are  paid  by  the  confamer. 
The  price  of  ^nV//^  maaufadures  is  gready  en- 
hanced by  the  duties  of  cuftom  and  cxcik  laid  in 
Great  Britain.  Sir  Matthew  Decker,  a  cele- 
brated writer  upon  Trade,  computed  that  their 
artificial  value,  arifing  from  thefe  duties,  is  not 
lefs  than  ^o  per  cent.  The  Colonies  therefore, 
in  proportion  to  their  confumption  of  Brili/h 
manu failures,  pay  the  high  duties  with  which 
they  are  charged,  and  confequently  are  taxed  their 
full  proportion  towards  thefupport  of  Government 
at  home. 

It  muft  be  alfo  confidered,  that  by  Adls  of  Par- 
liament the  colonies  are  prohibited  from  importing 
commodities  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Eu- 
rope ^  except  from  Great  Britain^  faving  a  few  ar- 
ticles. This  gives  the  advantage  to  Great  Britain 
of  raifing  the  price  of  her  commodities,  and  is 
equal  to  a  Tax.  It  is  too  obvious  to  be  doubted, 
that  by  the  extraordinary  demands  from  the  colo- 
nies of  the  manufadures  of  Great  Britain^  occa- 
lioned  by  this  policy,  fhe  reaps  an  advantage  of 
at  leaft  20  per  cent,  in  the  price  of  them,  beyond 
what  the  Colonies  might  purchafe  them  for  at 
foreign  markets.  The  lofs  therefore  of  the  Colo- 
nies, is  equal  to  the  gain  made  m Britain  ;  this  in 
reality  is  a  Tax  on  the  Colonies,  though  not  a  di- 
redt  one.  And  admitting  they  take  annually  from 
Great  Britain  manufadtures  to  the  value  of  two 
A  4  millions 
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millions  (as  is  generally  fuppofed)  they  then  pay  an 
annual  Tax  of  ^^400,000,  befide  the  Taxes  that 
are  diredlly  paid  on  thofe  manufadlures  \v\  England. 

The  fame  reafoning  will  hold  good  with  refpedl 
to  the  many  enumerated  articles  of  their  produce, 
while  the  Colonies  are  reftrained  by  Adt  of  Parlia- 
ment from  fending  to  any  foreign  port ;  by  this 
reftraint  the  market  is  glutted,  and  confequently 
the  produce  fold  the  cheaper  :  which  is  an  advan- 
tage toGreat  BriiaifTy  and  an  equal  lofs  to,  or  Tax 
upon  the  Colonies. 

Is  it  reafonable  then  that  the  Colonies  fhould  be 
taxed  again  upon  the  fame  Britijh  commodities 
imported  into  America?  efpecially  when  it  is  con- 
fidered,  that  the  molt  of  them  fettled  a  wildernefs, 
and,  till  very  lately^  defended  their  fettlements 
without  a  farthing  expence  to  the  nation.  They 
have  borne  too  their  full  proportion  of  charges  in 
fecuring  and  maintaining  his  Majefty's  rights  in 
America^  in  every  war,  from  their  firft  fettlement, 
without  any  retribution.  For  the  grants  of  Par- 
liament, were  compenfations  for  an  overplus  of 
expence  on  their  part.  Moreover,  many  of  the 
Colonies,  and  this  province  in  particular,  have 
always  maintained  their  own  frontiers  at  their  own 
expence,  and  have  aifo  frequently  defended  his 
Majefty's  garrifon  atyf/z^/i>//i,  when  it  muil  other- 
wife  unavoidably  have  been  loft. 

The  nation  in  the  late  war  acquired  lands  equal 
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in  value  to  all  the  expence  (he  has  been  at  \n  Ame- 
rica, from  its  firft  fettlement  -,  while  the  Trade  of 
the  colonies  has  been  only  fecured  and  reftridled. 
Their  trade  has  not  been  enlarged,  though  new 
avenues  of  beneficial  commerce  have  been  opened 
to  the  Mother-country.  The  Colonies  reaped  no 
fliare  in  the  lands  which  they  helped  to  conquer  i 
while  millions  of  acres  have  been  granted,  and 
Hill  are  granting  to  people,  who  in  all  probability 
will  never  fee,  if  they  fliould  even  fettle  them. 

II.  The  appropriations  of  the  monies  to  arife  from 
thofe  duties  is  an  objedion  of  great  weighr.  It  is, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  be  applied  to  the  necefTary 
charges  of  the  adminiftration  of  Juftice,  and  the 
fupport  of  civil  Government  in  fuch  Colonies,  when 
it  fhall  be  judged  neceiTary.  This  houfe  appre- 
hends, it  would  be  grievous,  and  of  dangerous 
tendency,  if  the  crown  fhould  not  only  appoint 
Governors  over  the  feveral  Colonies,  as  is  now  the 
cafe,  but  allow  them  fuch  ftipends  as  it  fhould 
judge  proper,  at  the  expence  of  the  people,  and 
without  their  confent.  Such  a  power,  under  a 
corrupt  adminiftration,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would 
introduce  an  abfolute  Government  into  America, 
At  leaft  it  would  leave  the  people  in  a  ftate  of  ut- 
ter uncertainty  of  their  fecurity  ;  which  is  far  from 
being  a  ftate  of  civil  liberty. 

The  Judges  in  the  feveral  Colonies,  are  not 
commiftioned   to  hold  durivg  go:d  behaviour.     If 

then 
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then  they  are  to  have  falaries  independant  of  tlie 
people,  how  eafy  will  it  be  for  a  corrupt  Gover- 
nor, to  form  a  (ht  of  Judges  to  his  mind,  fo  as  to 
deprive  a  bench  of  juftice  of  its  glory,  and  the 
people  of  their  fecurity  ?  If  the  Judges  of  Eng- 
land have  independant  livings,  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered the  tenure  of  their  commifiion  is  during  their 
good  behaviour  \  which  is  a  fafeguard  to  the  people. 
Befide,  they  are  near  the  Throne,  the  fountain  of 
Right  and  Juftice.  Whereas  American  Judges, 
as  well  as  Governors,  are  at  a  diftance  from  it. 

Moreover  it  is  worth  particular  notice,  that  in 
all  difputes  between  Power  and  Liberty  m  America^ 
there  is  danger  that  the  greateft  credit  will  always 
be  given  at  home  to  the  officers  of  the  Crown^ 
who  are  the  men  in  power.  This  we  have  fome- 
times  found  by  experience,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
feared,  that  the  nation  will  fall  into  fome  danger- 
ous miiiake,  if  flie  has  not  done  fo  already,  by 
too  great  attention  to  the  reprefentation  of  parti- 
cular perfons,  and  a  difregard  of  others. 

III.  But  the  reiidue  of  thefe  monies  are  to  be 
applied  by  Parliament,  from  time  to  time,  for  de- 
fending, protcding  and  fecuring  the  Colonies. 
If  the  government  at  home  is  apprehcnfive  that 
the  Colonics  will  be  negligent  in  defending  them- 
felves,  and  fecuring  his  Majefty's  territories  in 
America,  it  muft  have  been  egregioufly  mifinform- 
ed,  We  need  look  back  no  farther  than  the  lall 
War  for  evidence  of  a  contrary  difpofition  in  them. 

They 
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They  always  difcovered  the  moft  chearful  com- 
pliance with  his  Majefty's  requifitions  both  of 
Men  and  Money,  for  this  purpofe.  They  were 
then  treated  as  free  Britijh  fubjecTis,  and  never 
failed  to  grant  aid  to  hisMajefty  of  their  own  free 
accord,  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  abilities,  and 
even  beyond  it ;  of  whicli  the  Parliament  was  then 
fo  fenfible,  that  they  made  them  grants  from  year 
to  year,  by  way  of  compenfation  for  extia  fervice. 
It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubted,  if  they  are  Rill  confi- 
dered  as  upon  the  footing  of  fubjeds,  they  will 
always  difcover  the  fame  difpofuion  to  exert  them- 
felves  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  their  own 
defence ;  which  renders  a  ftanding  Army  in  the 
Colonies  a  needlefs  expence. 

Or  if  it  be  admitted,  that  there  may  be  fome 
necelTity  for  them  in  the  conquered  province  of 
Canada^  where  the  exercife  of  theRomifn  religion, 
fo  deflrudtive  to  civil  fociety,  is  allowed  ;  furely 
there  can  be  no  need  of  them,  in  the  heartxjfthe 
old  fettled  Colonies  of  EnglifJj  Proteftants,  and 
even  in  cities  where  there  is  no  danger  of  a  foreign 
enemy,  and  where  the  inhabitants  are  as  ftrongly 
attached  to  his  Majefty's  perfon,  family,  and  go- 
vernment, as  in  Great  Bntain  itfelf 

There  is  an  Englifh  affedion  in  the  Colonies  to- 
wards the  Mother-country,  which  will  for  ever  keep 
them  connected  with  her,  to  tvi^ry  valuable  pur- 
pofe :  Unlefs  it  (hall  be  erafed  by  repeated  unkind 
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iifage  on  her  part.  As  EngliJJomen^  as  well  as 
Brit'iJJo  fubjedls,  they  have  an  averfion  to  an  unne- 
cefTary  {landing  army,  which  they  look  upon  as 
dangerous  to  their  civil  liberty.  And  confidering 
the  examples  of  ancient  times,  it  feems  a  little 
furprizing,  that  a  Mother-State  fhould  truft  large 
bodies  of  mercenary  troops  in  her  Colonies,  at  fo 
great  a  diftance  from  her  ;  which  in  procefs  of  time, 
when  the  fpiiit  of  the  people  lliall  be  deprefTed  by 
the  military  Power,  may  tempt  another  Cafar  to 
arife,  and  enable  him  to  ufurp  the  authority  of  his 
Mafter. 

IV.  The  Ad  enabling  his  Majefly  to  appoint 
CommilTioners  of  theCuftoms  to  refide  \n  America^ 
has  alfo  been  read  in  this  Houfe  •,  it  declares  an 
intent  to  facilitate  the  Trade  oi  America  ;  of  which 
we  cannot  have  any  great  hopes  from  the-  tenor 
of  the  CommilTion. 

In  general,  innovations  are  dangerous.  The 
unnecclfary  increafe  of  Crown-Officers  is  certainly 
fo.  Thefe  Gentlemen  are  authorifed  to  commif- 
fion  as  many  as  they  fliall  think  proper,  without 
limitation.  This  will  probably  be  attended  with  un- 
defirable  effeds.  A  holt  of  Penfioners,  by  the  arts 
they  may  ufe,  may  in  time  become  as  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as  an  army  of  Sol- 
diers, for  there  is  a  way  of  fubduing  a  people  by 
Art^  as  well  as  hy  Arms.  We  are  happy  and  fafe 
under  his  prefent  Majefty's  mild  and  righteous 
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adminiftratlon.  But  a  time  may  come,  when  the 
united  body  of  Penfioners  and  Soldiers  may  ruin 
the  Liberties  oi  America.  The  Trade  of  the  Colo- 
nies, we  humbly  apprehend,  might  be  as  eafily 
carried  on,  and  the  a£ls  of  trade  as  eafily  executed, 
without  this  Commiffion.  And  if  fo,  it  muft'  be 
a  very  needlefs  expence,  at  a  time  when  the  Na- 
tion and  her  Colonies  are  groaning  under  debts 
contradled  in  the  late  War.  And  how  far  diftant 
another  may  be,  God  only  knows. 

V.  The  prefent  regulations  and  proceedings, 
with  refpedt  to  the  Colonies,  we  apprehend  to  be 
equally  oppofite  to  every  principle  of  found  policy. 
A  Handing  Army  in  the  time  of  profound  peace, 
is  naturally  productive  of  uneafinefs  and  difcontenc 
among  the  people  •,  and  yet  the  Colonies,  by  the 
Mutiny -A61:,  are  ordered  and  direCled  to  provide 
for  the  Troops  certain  enumerated  articles ;  and 
the  pains  and  penalties  in  cafe  of  non-compliance, 
^re  evident  in  the  precedent  of  New  Tork,  It  alfo 
appears,  that  the  Revenue-Officers  are  multiplying 
in  the  Colonies,  with  vaft  power :  The  board  of 
CommifTioners,  lately  appointed  to  refide  here, 
having  ample  difcretionary  power  given  them  to 
make  what  appointments  they  pleafe,  and  to  pay 
the  appointees  what  fums  they  pleafe. 

If  the  fupreme  executive  cannot  exifl:  lono-  in 
in  Britain^  without  the  fupport  of  the  fupreme 
legiflative  j  it  fhould  feem  reafonable  that  in  order 

to 
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to  fupport  the  fame  fupreme  executive  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  thoufand  tranfmarine  leagues  from  the 
MetropoliSj  there  fhould  be  in  fo  remote  domi- 
nions a  free  legiflative,  within  their  charter  limi- 
tations, as  well  as  entirely  free  reprefentative  of 
the  fupreme  executive  of  his  Majefty,  in  the  per- 
fons  of  Governors,  Judges,  Juftices,  and  other 
executive  Officers.  Without  this  provifion  very 
ftrange  efFeds  are  to  be  apprehended. 
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REMARKS. 


I.  A  S  no  man,  nor  body  of  men,  is  endued  with 
perfed:  wifdom  ;  it  cannot  be  deemed  an 
impeachment  of  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  to 
point  out  the  evils  that  may  be  experienced  from 
any  law  it  has  made,  prefuming  always,  that  as 
fuch  a  confequence  was  totally  abhorrent  from  the 
intention  of  thofe  who  enaded  it,  fo  it  mud  be  the 
ftrongeft  motive  for  its  repeal.  We  are  fully  juf- 
tified  in  this,  by  knowing  that  Parliament  has  fre- 
quently repealed  its  own  A6ls,  from  fuch  a  fenfe 
of  their  imperfeflions ;  in  which  it  certainly  mani- 
fefted  its  wifdom  as  much  as  its  juftice.  For  next 
to  avoiding  error,  it  is  the  greateft  proof  of  wifdom 
to  retrad  from  it  when  unavoidably  incurred. 

No  ftronger  proof  can  be  produced  of  the  im- 
propriety of  any  Law,  than  the  univerfal  diiron- 
tent  which  its  operation  excites  among  thofe  whom 
it  affedls.  Neither  can  there  exift  a  more  perfua- 
five  reafon  in  policy  or  in  juftice  for  its  being  re- 
pealed. 

Let  us  apply  this  reafoniog  to  the  late  Laws  con- 
cerning America » 

Our 
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Our  wife  forefathers  drew  a  line  between  the 
fupreme  legiflative  power  of  the  Mother-Country 
and  the  conftitutional  rights  of  her  Colonies,  as 
free-born  Englijh  Subjects.  That  line,  though  it 
trenched  upon  the  full  liberties  of  a  free  people, 
did  not  fap  the  fundamental  principles  of  5n/{/6 
Liberty.  It  limited  and  reftrained  the  commerce 
of  the  Colonies  to  the  emolument  of  the  Mother- 
Country.  But  the  internal  regulation  of  the  ftate, 
and  efpecially  that  great  and  all-fecuring  privilege 
of  difpofing  of  their  property,  acquired  within 
thofe  commercial  limitations,  by  their  own  con- 
fent  only,  was  left  untouched.  Happy  within 
this  line,  the  Colonies  grew  ftrong,  and  flouriOied 
in  themfel'ves,  becoming  at  the  fame  time  the 
fources  of  opulence  and  ftrength  to  Britain,  They 
were  truly  arrowsin  the  quiver  of  the  Mother-Coun- 
try, with  which  fhe  might  meet  her  enemy  in  the 
gate  without  fear.  Loyalty  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
^ri/^/w,  and  the  moft  cordial  affe6tion  to  the  people, 
flowed  from  America  to  this  country  for  near  two 
centuries,  in  one  golden  and  uninterrupted  ftream. 
Hiftory  does  not  contain  a  fingle  inftance  of  gene- 
ral difaffedion  or  difloyalty  in  the  Colonies,  from 
their  firft  fettlement  to  the  ccnclufion  of  the  late 
War. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  America :   how  Ihall  we 
bear  to  fee  what  is  the  ftate  of  that  people  ? 

In  the  year  1764,   the  Parliament  of  England 
firft  declared  its  determination  to  pafs  that  line. 
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I 

^hd  grant  to  hisMajefty  a  revenue  out  of  the  pro- 
perty of  his  American  Subjeds.  This  declaration 
was  immediately  drawn  into  execution  by  certain 
duties  laid  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue. 
And  fince  that  time,  harqly  a  year  has  pafled  with- 
out fome  Law  or  Regulation  for  the  Colonics, 
grounded  oh  that  declaration. 

This  is  the  fadt  \ — But  what  has  been  the  con'i 
fequence  of  this  meafure  ?  From  one  end  of  the 
Continent  to  the  other  univerfal  difcontent.  Their 
difcontent  vented  itfelf  at  firft  in  the  moft  pathetic 
complaints ;  and  from  complaints  they  proceeded 
to  the  mod  alarming  adlions.  Till  at  length,  one 
^gravating  meafure  fucceeding  another,  they 
iire  brought  at  this  time  to  a  ftate  that  threatens 
the  fundamental  principles  of  commercial  con- 
ne(5tion  between  vis ;  and  the  total  lofs  of  every 
benefit  derived  from  it. 

Such  being  the  confequences  of  the  whole  fyf- 
tcm  of  American  Laws  and  Regulations  fince  the 
period  I  have  mentioned,  will  any  honeil  mian 
fay  it  is  not  bad?  will  any  wife  man  fay  it  is  not 
to  be  retraced?  Can  it  be  a  fmall  injury  that  has 
inflamed  and  irritated,  almoft  to  an  appeal  to 
heaven,  a  whole  people,  hitherto  untainted  with 
difloyalty,  untroubled  with  commotions,  and 
unalterable  in  their  affedion  for  their  fellow-fub- 
je6ls  of  this  country  ?  Could  any  but  the  mod 
violent  caufes  produce  fuch  violent  effects  as  have 
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drawn  from  the  throne  here  the  charge  of  being 
little  iefs  than  rebellion,  and  threaten  the  total 
deftrudion  of  our  American  commerce  ?  Surely, 
it  were  as  wife  Co  fuppofe,  that  the  gentlefl  breath 
of  wind  would  work  the  calm  furface  of  the  ocean 
into  raging  billows;  as  that  the  rooted  loyalty 
and  attachment  of  America^  can  have  been  (haken 
thus,  but  by  grievances  real  in  themfelvcs,  and 
deeply  felt. 

The  danger  then  that  impends  from  the  prefent- 
univerfally  difcontented  and  inflamed  (late  oiAme- 
rica^  arifing  from  thefe  caufes,  is  great  •,  but  hap- 
pily it  may  be  avoided  with  cafe.  Remove  the 
caufe,  and  the  efFedls  will  ceafe  5  abolifh  the  whole 
fyftem  c^  American  h^w^  and  Regulations  fince 
1764,  reftore  them  to  the  flate  in  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  our  forefathers  placed  them,  and  to  the 
good  policy  of  which  two  centuries  have  given 
their  mod  ample  approbation.  This  is  the  me- 
thod, and  I  will  venture  to  fay  the  only  method, 
cf  re-eftablifhing  the  p^siCQ  of  America  and  the  com- 
merce 07  Great  BriUiin.  The  Americans  are  con- 
tent to  ht  fubordinate\  but  they  never  will  fubmit 
to  be  enjlaved.  It  is  not  a  time  for  trying  expe- 
dients, there  is  not  a  temper  in  America  to  be 
played  with ;  there  is  no  alternative,  dreadful  as  it 
may  feem,  but  to  exterminate  her  inhabitants  or 
redore  to  them  the  violated  rights  of  free-men. 
Let  humanity,  let  juftice,  let  wifdom  determine, 
which  meafure  ihall  be  purfued. 

Had 
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Had  there  been  indeed  any  neccflity  for  innovat- 
ing on  the  former  Conflitution  of  the  Colonies, 
the  innovation  fhould  have  been  modelled  by  wif- 
dom  and  juftice. 

For,  as  Mr //z/;;;^  wifely  obferves  on  government 
in  general,  *'  to  tamper  in  this  affair,  or  to  try 
**  projeds  merely  upon  the  credit  of  fuppofed  ar- 
"  gument  and  philcfophy,  can  never  be  the  part 
*«  of  a  wifeMagiftrate,  who  will  bear  a  reverence 
<'  to  what  carries  the  marks  of  age :  And  though 
♦*  he  may  attempt  fome  improvements  for  the 
'*  public  good,  yet  will  he  adjjfl:  his  innovations, 
*'  as  much  as  poHlble  to  the  ancient  fabric^  and 
*'  prefer ve  entire  the  chief  pillars  and  fupports  of 
*'  the  conftitutiofi." 

What  are  the  fruits  of  this  American  projecfl:,  is 
but  too  manifeib  Alarm,  difcontent,  refolutionS 
in  vindication  of  their  righrs,  aflbciations  to  re- 
drefs  them  by  breaking  off  all  commerce  with  the 
Mother-Country,  and  an  evident  determination  to 
appeal  to  heaven  rather  than  fabmit  to  th's  new-ex- 
erted authority.  Are  the-re  any  probable  benefits 
held  cut  to  us  by  the  Advocates  for  this  Syf^em, 
adequate  to  the  rin<.  we  run,  the  lofs  we  incur,  and 
the  miferies  we  are  to  occafion  ?  Certainly  there 
are  not.  They  flatter  our  prejudices,  raife  our 
jealoufies,  and  excite  cur  indignation  i  but  nt^ithtrr 
thefe  pafilons  nor  thefe  Counfeliors  will  ever  teach 
us  to  remedy  the  evils,  which  they  may  prompc 
E  2  us 
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US  to  bring  both  upon  America  and  upon  our^ 
felyes.  " 

II.  In  whatever  light  the  people  of  America 
view  the  late  fyftem  of  government  devifed  for 
them,  it  appears  full  fraught  with  danger  and 
opprefTion.  Their  Governors  and  Judges  being 
there  during  j)leafure,  are  totally  dependent  for 
their  places  on  the  crown,  and  might  become  the 
inftruments  of  any  arbitrary  meafurcs,  were  they 
not  refirained  by  depending  on  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  for  their  Salaries.  It  is  one  obje(5t 
of  the  Revenue  to  be  raifed  upon  America,  withdut 
their  confent,  to  abfolve  them  frorn  this  popular 
dependence  by  annexing  ftipends  to  their  ofnces. 
The  crown  would  then  be  in  the  uncontrouled 
polTefllon  both  of  the  who|e  executive  and  judicial 
powers,  and  in  effed  of  the  legiflative.  For  the 
people  being  deprived  eflTentially  of  their  ftare  in 
the  legiflative,  by  being  diverted  of  the  right  of 
giving  their  ov/n  mcn^y  through  their  Reprefeq- 
tatives,  would  be  abrdutely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
crown,  without  one  controuiing  power  or  con* 
ftitutional  fecurity.  If  this  be  not  alarming  to  ^ 
people  hitherto  in  pofiefTion  of  this  fecurity,  anji 
juftly  fenfible  of  the  benefits  they  derived  from  it  •, 
what  can  be  fo,  or  what  farther  deprivation  of  li- 
berty can  they  poiTibly  fuffer,  who  fubmit  to  this  ? 
And  can  we  with  any  fenfe  of  juftice  cenfure  them 
fpr  contending  againll  it ;  efpecially  if  we  jind  th^e 

very 
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yery  fame  reafons,  as  was  moft  certainly  the  cafe, 
to  have  governed  us  in  taking  arms  againft  tjic 
pieditated  tyranny  q^ Charles  the  firfl  ?  It  was  then 
that  the  people  of  this  Country  obtained  the  fecu- 
rity  of  having  the  Judges  appointed  during  good 
behaviour,  which  they  would  refign  with  as  much 
reludance  as  the  Atnericans  do  that  which  fuppHes 
its  place,  the  right  of  voting  their  Salaries. 

it  were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  recent 
inftance  of  an  American  Governor,  had  not  given 
toojufta  foundation  for  the  apprehenfion  exprelTed 
in  this  Letter,  that  a  dangerous  credit  might  be 
given  to  the  reprefentations  qf  Crown-Officers  in 
America^  and  the  Nation  here  led  intodeflrudive 
rpiftakes  by  their  mifreprefentations. 

III.  One  would  imao;ine  that  the  offerinor  fuch 
a  reafon  for  this  unufual  method  of  raifing  money 
was  done  in  derifion  of  even  common  fenfe,  and 
common  juftice.  For  could  ever  this  reafon  be 
urged  with  lefs  propriety,  than  after  a  War  in 
which  the  Colonies  had  granted  fupplies  for  thefe 
very  purpofes,  with  a  readinefs  and  zeal  which  in- 
volved them  in  a  great  and  mod  diftreOlng  debt; 
and  had  adually  drawn  from  Parliament  a  grant 
of  money  as  fome  compenfation  of  the  excefTive 
burdens  they  had  fuflained.  Was  this  a  time  at 
which  they  could  bear  to  be  infulted  with  a  fufpi- 
pion  of  not  being  willing  to  provide  for  their  own 
fpcurity,  protection  and  defence  j  and  upon  that 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion  divefted  of  their  ancient  and  effential 
rights? 

From  th6  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  lat^ 
War,  the  aflemblies  of  the  Colonies  contributed  to 
Its  fupport  largely  and  chearfully,  both  in  men  and 
money.  They  Ihared  in  all  its  hardfhips,  in  all  its 
expences  :  they  expedled  that  the  Peace,  which 
crowned  a  glorious  and  fuccefsful,  though  expen- 
five  War,  would  leave  them  in  fecurity..  How 
great  then  was  their  furprize  to  find  their  liberties 
taken  from  them,  under  a  pretence  of  providing 
for  that  very  fecurity,  which  they  had  flattered 
themfelves  was  eftablifhed  by  eight  years  prodigal 
efFufion  of  their  blood  and  treafure  ?  Whoever  will 
confider  how  feverely  fuch  an  attempt  mud  have 
operated  on  the  minds  of  men,  yet  bleeding  from 
the  wounds,  and  groaning  under  the  expences  in- 
curred by  their  loyalty  and  zeal  in  fupporting  the 
war  ;  will  not  wor.der  at  the  flame  that  burfl:  forth 
in  confequence  of  it,  through  all  his  Majefty's 
American  dominions  ?  they  felt  themfelves  mor- 
tally injured,  and  they  refented  it  as  a  free  people 
will  ever  do,  with  violence  and  rage.  More  tem- 
per in  reprefenting  their  grievances  was  certainly 
defirable  ;  but  in  fuch  circumfl:ances,  it  was  more 
to  be  deflred  than  expeded. 

At  this  time,  when  the  moll:  daring  and  fatal 
violations  are  ofl^ered  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubj^d: 
here  unimpeached  and  unpuniflied  ;  it  is  not  won- 
derful 
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derful  that  the  fame  Minifters  fhould  have  made 
the  moft  flagrant  invafion*  on  the  conftitution  in 
America^  with  equal  impunity.  But  either  the 
people,  by  tamely  bearing  thefe  injuries,  muftfink 
into  the  moft  abjed  bondage,  or  the  day  of  in- 
quiry muft  foon  arrive.  When  that  comes,  'They, 
will  anfwer  at  their  peril  who  have  advifed  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  fet  up  2ijtandmg  Army  in  America  abovs  the 
€ontroul  of  all  civil  authority  *.  In  the  mean  time 
I  will  venture  to  pronounce  it  impeachable  matter, 
as  well  in  behalf  of  the  State  as  in  behalf  of  the 
Ferfon  of  hisMajefty,  which  is  more  facred  in  his 
^iv'iU  than  in  his  military  capacity. 

IV.  TheCommifTion  here  alluded  to.  Is  formed 
in  the  moft  arbitrary  mould,  that  the  moft  tyran- 
nous times  could  invent.  That  too,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be  a  fubjedl  of  future  inquiry,  and 
redrefs.  But  what  I  would  particularly,  at  this 
time,  offer  to.  the  attention  of  the  public,  is  the 
extreme  abule  and  impofition  that  h^s  been  thrown 
upon  them,    by  the  advifers  and  abettors  of  this 

fcheme 

*  As  it  has  been  denied  that  the  military  were  fet  above  the 
controul  oi  the  civil  authority,  the  reader  is,  referred  for  the 
truth  of  it,  to  the  following  Anfwer  to  a  Mefiage  from  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Mafachufet^-Bay,  dated  May  3 1 , 
1769. 

"  Gentlemen, 
**  r  have  no  authority  over  his  Majeily*s  Ships  in  this  port, 
"  or  his  Troops  within  this  town." 

*'  Francis  Bernard. 
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fcheme  of  taxation  ;  for  carrying  which  into  exe- 
cution, this  Board  of  Commiflioners,  with  all  the 
mod  arbitrary  powers,  was  eftablifhed. 

The  Tax  has  been  regularly  colleded  through 
America.  I  affert  this,  not  only  from  a  knowledge 
ofthefadt,  but  from  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
Minifterial  People  in  the  H — e  of  C — s.  Yet  front 
the  Accounts  laid  before  the  Houfe,  laft  SefTion,- 
the  whole  produce  of  the  Tax,  which  in  its  effedls 
ii  attended  with  fo  many  dangerous  confequences 
to  the  peace  of  America ^  and  the  Commerce  of 
Great  Britain^  is  not  a  fradion  to  the  public.  They 
have  contrived  to  appropriate  the  whole  produce 
of  this  Revenue,  to  the  maintainance  of  a  crew 
of  Officers.  A  fet  of  caitiff  wretches,  who,  in 
league  with  the  Incendiary  of  A?nerica,  are  en- 
deavouring by  every  pofTible  mifreprefentation 
10  incite  this  country  to  perfevere  in  meafures, 
from  which  they  are  to  derive  their  incomes,  by  the 
mifery  and  ruin  of  millions.  It  is  to  the  informa- 
tions of  thefe  interefted  men,  that  fome  people  pre- 
tend there  is  officially  a  credit  due.  As  if  an  inte- 
reft  to  deceive  were  an  earned  of  fincerity ;  and 
truth  were  to  be  defpifed,  becaufe  it  came  not  from 
the  Servants  of  the  Crown. 

Now  can  any  thing  be  more  criminal,  than  to- 
endeavour  to  perfuade  men,    that  the  fupport  of 
this  barren  Tax,  at  all  events,  is  necelTary  to  main- 
tain thefupremacy  of  this  nation  over  her  difaffecfled 
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Colonies,  and  to  alleviate  the  burden  of  the  nati- 
onal debt,  under  which  fhe  groans  ?  When  the 
undeniable  fad  is,  that  there  fubfifts  no  difaffec- 
tion  in  America ;  nor  can  any  alleviation  be  drawn 
from  a  Revenue,  which  is  totally  confumed  by 
the  Officers  who  colle<5l  it.  Nor,  were  the  pro- 
duce toincreafe  feventy-fold,  is  it  probable  the  pub- 
lic would  reap  from  it  theleaft  benefit ;  becaufe 
the  Commiffioners  are  ftrangely  empowered  to 
create  as  many  Officers  as  they  may  think  proper, 
and  appoint  them  what  falaries  they  pleafe  out  of 
the  Revenue.  So  that  it  may  well  be  prefumed, 
they  will  increafe  their  Officers,  and  augment  theij. 
Salaries,  in  proportion  to  the  fertility  of  the  Re, 
venue.  Though  it  muft  be  confefTed,  there  ii 
little  probability  of  its  increafing. 

V.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain,  than  that 
without  the  intervention  of  the  legiflative,  the  exe- 
cutive government,  unlefs  it  were  military,  could 
not  exift  in  the  Colonics.  Therefore  they  who 
have  devifed  this  new  Syftem,  either  ad  without 
a  plan,  or  they  mean  to  change  the  old  form j 
modelled  by  the  free  principles  of  the  Britljh  Con- 
ftitution,  into  an  abfolute  military  Government. 
And  it  is  the  duty  of  every  honeft  man,  to  ufe  his 
iitmoft  efforts^  and  offer  up  hi^  moji  earneft  prayers 
to  heaven,  that  they  may  never  fucceed, 

I  have  obferved,  in  the  commencement  of  thefe 
Remarks,  that  nothing  but  an  abolition  of  the 

C  fyllem 
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fyftem  adopted  in  the  4th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  can  regain  the  afFedlions  of  the  People  of 
'America,  retrieve  our  Commerce,  and  recal  thae 
confidence  in  the  honour,  wifdom  and  juftice  of 
Great  Britain^  which  is  efientially  neceflary  to  the 
fubordination  of  one  free  People  to  another.  This 
opinion  I  mean  exprefsly  to  repeat,  and  that  I  may 
be  perfedly  underftood,  1  muft  beg  the  reader's 
attention  to  the  following  enumeration  of  their 
grievances,  arifing  from  that  fyftem,  which,  to 
compofethis  ruinous  contention,  muft  be  fully 
redreffed. 

Firfl^  The  having  their  Property  given  away 
without  their  participation  or  confent,  as  by  the 
Adts  of  the  4th  Geo.  III.  ch.  1 5.  the  6th  Geo.IIU 
ch.  18.  the  7thGE0.  III.  ch.46. 

Secondly,  The  introdudlion  of  the  odious  and 
arbitrary  powers  of  £;cf//^#  into  tho-CuJloms  ofjme^ 
rica\  as  in  the  7th  Geo.  III.  ch.  41.  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  to  eftablifh  a  Board  of  Commiflioners 
in  America,  with  what  powers  he  pleafed  ;  and  in 
the  5th  Geo.  III.  ch.  15.  with  the  8ch  Geo.  III. 
ch.  22.  for  eredling  Vice -Admiralty  Courts  in 
'America,  making  all  caufes  of  Revenue  triable  ii^ 
them,  either  by  original  procefs,  or  by  appeal, 
without  Jury,  and  under  the  decifion  of  a  d€- 
pendent  Party-Judge. 

^hirdly^ 
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Thirdly^  His  Majefly'sCommiflion  to  theyf?;;/?- 
rican  Board  of  Commiflioners,  which  lays  open 
the  fubjed's  Houfe  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  them 
and  of  their  Servants  ;  without  warrant  upon  oath, 
or  the  intervention  of  the  civil  magiftrate. 

Fourthly^  Taking  from  the  Aflemblies  of  Ame- 
rica all  freedom  of  debate  and  determination,  by 
the  Ad  of  the  7th  Geo.  III.  ch.  59.  for  fufpending 
the  legiflative  power  of  New-Tork, 

Fifthly^  Attempting  to  extend  to  America  an 
obfolete  and  arbitrary  A61  of  Henry  VIII.  for  trial 
of  Treafon  and  Mifprifions  of  Treafon,  by  which 
the  Subjedt  there  would  be  deprived  of  the  fair  trial 
to  which  he  is  entitled  both  by  the  common  and 
ftatute  Law  of  the  Land  j  and  expofed  to  the  mod 
grievous  exertions  of  tyranny  and  injuflice. 

Whoever  will  confide  thefe  Grievances,  will 
perceive  how  impoffible  it  is  that  any  Peopk  imr 
prefTed  with  the  lead  fenfe  of  conftitutional  Liberty, 
ihould  ever  patiently  fubmit  to  bear  them.  Their 
tendency  is  too  evident ;  and  the  total  fubverfioa 
of  every  right  andfecurity  derived  from  that  facred 
Conftitution  for  which  our  Ancefliors  fought  and 
conquered,  is  too  undeniable  a  confequence  of 
them,  to  leave  any  American  in  doubt  whether  in 
this  cafe,  SubmiJ/ton  and  Slavery  are  the  fame. 

If 
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if  the  Commerce  with  America  is  of  any  ll^aIue 
to  Great  Britain  ;  if  the  Rights  of  Humanity  are 
interefting  ;  if  the  Introdudion  of  abfolute  Go- 
vernment into  fo  great  a  part  of  the  united  ertipire 
is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  reft ;  then  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  the  caufe  oi  America  is  the  common 
caufe  of  every  friend  to  Liberty  and  to  Humanity 
throughout  the  King's  Dominions ;,  and  that  the 
People  of  this  Country  are  moved  by  every  con- 
fideration  of  virtue  and  of  wifdom,  to  efpoufe  a 
caufe,  in  the  iffue  of  which  their  feelings  as  men, 
their  commercial  interefts,  and  the  Principles  of 
their  Conftitutioh,  are  fo  deeply  concerned. 
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